ADDITIONAL DATA ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF SOME COLOMBIAN BIRDS
By ALDEN H. MILLER

I the year 1958 and in early 1939 the suthor had the spportunity to en-
gage in lield work in Colomhia throngh the kindness of the Colombian autho-
rities and particulary through the aid of Protessor ¥. €. Lehmann V) the Uni-
versidad L]lel Ville, and the Guggenheim Foundation.  Grateful acknowledge
ment of this assistavee s made, Tncidental to pringipal field studies in the
Subtropical Zone of the Western Andes, specimens were ohtained in other
;lmeas which add some data on the distribution and taxonomv of the following
irds, :

Laterallus exilis (Temminck)

This small rail of Central America and uorthern South America is reported
specifically from Colombia only in Atlantico and Cundinamarca, and on the
east side of the Eastern Andes (see de Schavensee, The Birds of the Republic
of Colombia, p. 430}, Ov Javuary LI 1659, 8 kilometers southwest of Buga,
475 maoters, Valle, 1 collected aomale ol this species as it Fluttered from marsh
vegetation 30 cm. high where the water was 10 to 13 enme deep, The bird was
w male, with testes 5 v, loug and it weighed 25.0 gm, The HJ“}. i the fresh
specimen was greenish basally and the feet were dull velow.

Columbigallina minuta elacodes [Tadd)
Lehmaun (Novedades Colombienas, N¥ 3, 1957, pp. 142-143), has shown
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that clearing of forest in the wpper Caven Valley has resulted in extension of
ranges of several opencand species into this aren. Possibly for this reason
Colwmnbigalling minuta also has invaded the Cauca Vallev, leretofore {de
Schanensee, op. cit,, p. 181) it had been known only hrom northern Colombia
and enst of the Eeastern Andes. On Qctober 9. 1858, one of these small daves
was discovered along the edge ol a plowed lield 10 kilometers west of Sao-
tunder, 1G00 weters, Couca, It was o female with an ovam 1 mm. in ditueter,
large enongh to sugeest thet the bird was adult and could have undertaken
breeding in the near Tnture; weight 368 gm., iris cream. feet pink,

This speciner: lias been compared with examples of Columbigallina mi-
nuta nunula and €. m. elacodes. and it proves to belong o the Jatter form
which is tvpical of Central America and which oceurs in northern Antioquia
{Dabeibal, Colombia. Thus the extension of range into the Cauca Valley appears
to have been Tvom the north rather than trom the range of C. m. minuta east
of the Andes.

Ficulus vivolii brevirostris (Taczanowski)

Do Sehauensee {op. city, p. 631) reports tris race of the Rivoli \\'nmllwciccf
on the west slope of the Central Andes in the vicinity of Volein Puracé. It is
net suiprising Lherefore that a specimen from tho east slope at this latitude is
alse of this race rather than P.r, quindiune of the Quindio section Farther north,
The example of brevirostris which 1 obtained is From Tijeras, 2450 meters, in
the Maoscopan avea, It was a female, not breeding, taken on May 19, 1958;
weight 1053 g

Donacobius atricapillus nigrodorsalis Traylor

This dark-backed race of the mockingthrush clearly is recognizable among
material of the species of comparable age which Dr. John Davis and 1 have
examined recentlv; we had available new specimens from Surinam and Co-
lombig. D¢ Schavensee {op. cit, p. Y1) hesitated to assign birds from castern
Colombin to migrodorsalis, but examples T have taken at Puerto Asis, 300 me-
ters. Potumavo, on November 15, 1938 and at 6 kilometers east of Florencia,
Caguetd, February 20, 1949, definitely bélong to this form und add it to the
list of Colombian birds,

Leistes militaris militaris (Linnacos)

Lelunann (Joe, eit) has already reported the extension of runge of this ic-
terid into the upper Cauca Valley. 1t is worth noting additionally that spe-
cimens of males [ took on October 9, 1858, 10 kilometers west of Santander,
1000 meters. Cauen, had testes G mm, Jong, thus indicating that the species is
not just a vagrant but is breeding in the vallev. On this date one adult (worn
plumage; and one immatore  (incomplete skull - ossification;  fresh plumag‘cg
showed this degree of gonad development whereas two other fmmatures h
testes only 2 mm. long. Incidentally my observations of the activity and notes
of this species suggest closer attinity to Agelaius thau to Sturnella.
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Atlapetes tricolor {Taczanowski]

This species of atlupetes is very poorly known in Colombia and this fact
coupled with its  great individual variability makes its taxonomy  especially
difficult {see de Schauensee, op. eit,, p. 1103; ITellmayr, Cat. Birds Amer., pt.
LI, 1938, . 408; von Sneidern, Novedades Colombiunas, N® 2, 19353, p. 44). An
additional locality is represented by a specimen | took on Septeinber 17, 1958,
in the drainage of the Rio Anchicayid, al 1160 meters. along the Buenaventura-
Cali liglway. It had the sknli of = distinetly yonng bird but the plumage is
postjuvenal. The crows is almost Tacking in doll gold although traces of gold
in the crowu-pateh arca are hidden beneath black feather tips. This specimen
is close in appearance to ne. TIS185 ol the American Museom of Natural 1Tis-
tory from Bicaurle. 760 meters, Nacine, The applicability of the name crassus
10 @ race of tricolor still seems dnbious, we did not encounter tricolor or
crassus in the vear spent near San Antonio whenee the unique tvpe of crassus
was obtained in 1907 in the Subtropical Zone at 1770 meters.
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